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o INTEGRATED AMPLIFIER OF THE YEAR
Hegel H200

The Norwegian firm Hegel has been causing quite a stir in the high end of late, and its
superb H200 integrated explains why. Via a patented circuit called the “SoundEngine,”
the H200 uses a feed-forward loop to reduce distortion, lowering noise before it is
passed on and amplified by subsequent gain stages. The sonic result may not grab your
immediate attention because musical details (and thete is an abundance of them) are
always integrated into the larger picture rather than being “hyped up.” As a result of
this more holistic presentation, the H200 lets you forget about “system evaluation”
and listen to (and become involved with) music as you would at a live concert. A
fantastically natural (and unusually subtle) petformer, the H200 delivers sonic quality
far beyond its $4400 price point. KM (217)
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